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On the Earliest “Tai Chi Pattern”
The Visual Expression of Original “Yin and Yang” Concept

in Archaeological Discoveries:

HUANG Yaping

(College of Liberal Arts, Journalism and Communication, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract; In many earlier prehistoric cultural sites of Qujialing and Shijiahe culture of the Jianghan Plain

area, there exist a large number of ceramic spinning wheels, among which the painted ones account for a rela-
tively high proportion. On these painted spinning wheels, there are abundant painting patterns, such as stripe
pattern, quarter line pattern, dot pattern, spiral pattern of arc, fan-shaped pattern, windmill pattern, concen-
tric pattern and “Tai Chi pattern”. “Tai Chi pattern” is the most distinctive. “Tai Chi pattern” found in Shi-
jiahe ruins group should be the earliest prehistoric Tai Chi ornamentation in China’ s archaeological discover-
es. This pattern should be the visual expression of yin and yang concept of Shijiahe ancestors. The in-depth
investigation and exploration of “Tai Chi pattern” have an important academic value for us to make clear the
initial state and formation process of original “yin and yang” concept, and probe into the ins and outs of Chi-
nese Taoism culture.

Key words: Shijiahe ruins group; Tai Chi pattern; suspected bird pattern and bird worship phenome-

non; original concept of “yin and yang”
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