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Textual Research on Admonition for the County Magistrate
and Its Author Gu Zhiqi

WEI Bohe

(Institute of Studies of Chinese Ancient Civilization, Shandong Vocational University of Foreign Affairs, Jinan 250031, China)

Abstract ; The admonition for the county magistrate is a kind of official admonitions in traditional Chinese
society. Gu Zhiqi’s Admonition for the County Magistrate in the Tang Dynasty is beautiful in both form and
meaning, rich in philosophy for governance, and known for “the most splendid article through the ages”. The
article puts forward the opinion of “collecting less tax and apportioning less corvee, and enforcing the law
strictly”. In terms of officials’ cultivation, it makes a request of “being wise, tolerant, considerate” , “remai-
ning neutral” , and sums up the secret of success; being cautious in the beginning, being good at taking ad-
vice, being strict in discipline, being far away from the base persons, being strong and gentle. Finally, it uses
eight metaphors in succession to describe the perfect image of ideal officials. It still has a great reference value
today. However, because Gu Zhiqi was involved in Zhu Ci Rebellion, his Admonition for the County Magis-
trate had a poor dissemination. Worse still, there were various kinds of errors in its spread, such as the dynas-
ty of the work’s publication, the author’s name, which made him a mysterious person in history. Studying Ad-
monition for the County Magistrate, especially Gu Zhiqi, his writing and its spread, and introducing two relat-
ed admonitions written by the others, can make up for the research on culture of official admonition, and pro-
vide reference for governing the country, which has practical significance.

Key words: admonition for the county magistrate; culture of official admonition; Gu Zhiqi
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