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Semantic Category of “Hen+XP” Construction and
Hen’s Prominent Process

ZHAI Huifeng

(School of Literature, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: “Hen (fR) ” can be divided into two meanings of static degree and dynamic estimation. In
“hen (1R) ” construction group, the meaning of static degree is eminent in Mandarin, and the meaning of dy-
namic degree is in the prominent position in the dialect. From the diachronic view, “hen (fR)” has two vari-
ants; “hen (JR)” and “hen (1R)”. In the dynasties of Jin, Yuan and Ming, “hen (78) ” mainly modifies
verb and has the meanings of great range and intensity of action. After the Qing Dynasty, “hen (1R)” is used
with qualitative adjective frequently, covers most of “hen (JR)” construction, has a prominent position, re-
places “hen (7R), and then becomes a prominent category expressing “degree”. In Mandarin the syntactic
features of “hen (fR)” are caused by the competition between “hen (JR)” and “hen (fR)”. In the
process, the focus operator function of “hen (1R)” plays a key role in its permeating “hen (JR)” construc-
tion of dynamic category.

Key words: “hen+XP”; degree category; prominance; meaning of static degree; meaning of dynamic

estimation; focus operator
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