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Morphology of Four-character Sentences in Divination Remarks of
Classic of Change and the Influence on the Literature of Later Generations

GUAN Zongchang

(School of Literature, Shantou University, Shantou 515063, China)

Abstract; Four-character sentence is an important perspective of observing the formation of early litera-
ture. As an important book in the early stage, Classic of Change records many four-character sentences in its
divination remarks, which shows the consciousness of employing four-character sentences. From the perspec-
tive of the inner structure and rhythm, the four-character sentences basically establish “two-two rhythm” by a-
dopting repeated and continuous characters, and function words, etc. From the perspective of four-character
sentence group, it occurs from two-sentence group to five-sentence group. Some form the texts according to
clues consistently; the others form sentence meaning units according to certain structural level. Generally
speaking, the feature of pursuing balance and symmetry is more obvious. The divination remarks of Classic of
Change have an important influence on the literature of later generations in the way of using two syllables,
function of writing, sentence patterns, and syntactic patterns.

Key words: Classic of Change; four-character sentence; rhythm; syntactic pattern
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