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On “Three Cautions” in Literary Translation

GAO Chaging', WU Lijing, HUANG Ruying’

(1. Department of Arts and Sciences, Anhui Communications Vocational and Technical College, Hefei 230051, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages, Hefei Normal University, Hefei 230601, China;

3. Department of Humanity and Law, Hongshan College, Nanjing University of Finance and Economics, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; Mr. Luo Xinzhang proposes three viewpoints in literary translation; “translating foreign works

into Chinese is not into the ‘foreign’ language, literary translation is not literal one and accuracy is not bril-

liance. ” This is called “Three Cautions in Translation” in academia. As for the theory, practice, and readers’

reading habits, the literary works must be translated with the authentic target language, and the versions must

remain the original texts’ beauty, literariness and splendor while accurately translating the meanings. The theo-

ry of “Three Cautions” summarizes the basic requirements, essential connotations, and artistic pursuit of liter-

ary translation with concise words, enriches the theory of literary translation in China, is of normative, warning

and inspiring value to the translation behavior of literary translators, and has the function of reference and in-

spiration to today’s literary translation practice.

Key words: Luo Xinzhang; Three Cautions in Translation; translating foreign works into Chinese;

literary translation; accuracy; brilliance
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