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Xu Fu’s Voyage to Japan and the Qin Culture of Japan:
A Case Study of Records of Korean Officials in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

CHEN Jia

(Research Institute of Jiaodong Culture, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; Xu Fu’s voyage to Japan has great significance in the history of cultural exchange between Chi-

na and Japan, which not only starts the overseas communication and exchange of ancient Chinese culture, but

also lays the foundation for Japanese development and prosperity. The folk customs of the Qin Dynasty of Chi-

na spread widely in the Japanese archipelago, last through the ages, and become one of the sources of original

Japanese culture. The Korean envoys sent to Japan in the Goguryeo and Korean Dynasties in the Korean Pen-

insula record the influence of Xu Fu’s voyage on Japan, which shows that many customs and habits of Japan

still bear the imprint of Chinese Qin culture in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Xu Fu’s voyage has the long-last-

ing influence on Japan, which not only shows the recognition of Japanese people to Xu Fu and his culture, but

also embodies the great and lasting influence of folk customs of the Qin Dynasty of China on Japanese civiliza-

tion.

Key words: Xu Fu’s voyage to Japan; the Ming and Qing Dynasties; Japan; influence
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