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Transmission and Acceptance of Confucius’ “Li” in English World

GONG Qinyi, HE Shanxiu

(School of Foreign Languages, East China Jiaotong University, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract; In respect of the translations in The Analects and sinologists’ interpretations, the process of
transmission and acceptance of Confucius’ “Li” in English world tends to be very tortuous, as it has been
mainly affected by Western thoughts of religion, individualism and essentialism. However, with the rise of ide-
ological trend of anti-Western centrism in the overseas academic circles, “Li” is not only used to reflect on
Western philosophy, ethics, and politics, etc. , but also expected to be a power of opening up the new field of
pragmatic semiotics and of solving social problems.

Key words: overseas Confucianism; translation and transmission; Li (ritual/propriety)
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