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An Analysis of the Artistic Style of Deng Shiru’s Seal Carving

DU Anran

(School of Continuing Education, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000, China)

Abstract; Deng Shiru’s seal carving art had an outstanding achievement in the Qing Dynasty and was
shown in applying calligraphy to his seal carving and style of recluse. His artistic thought of applying calligra-
phy to seal carving can be roughly summarized in two aspects. Firstly, in terms of the creation form, he breaks
the outmoded conventions and integrates his personal calligraphy style into seal carving. Secondly, in terms of
technique of seal carving, he doesn’t conform to the fashion, has his own way of using graver and brush, and
reaches the natural joy of life. His works imply the unconventional world outlook and embody the style of re-
cluse. There are three factors contributing to Deng’s artistic style of seal carving. Firstly, the historical envi-
ronment, and the humanistic factors such as learning from teachers and making friends influence his direction
and concept of creation. Secondly, his original artistic thought of seal carving and artistic feelings of great fore-
sight affect his content of creation. Finally, he doesn’t flatter common customs and has the spiritual outlook of
elegance, which can make him get rid of the secular turmoil and give him the freedom to focus solely on his
creation of art pieces.

Key words: Deng Shiru; seal carving; style of art
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