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Study on the Adjective Flow Order of Attribute-head Phrases in Modern Chinese

LI Tianguang

(School of Communication, Shandong Women’s University, Jinan 250300, China)

Abstract; The logical modification relation of attribute-head is a primary factor affecting the flow order of
adjective attribute. The close and distant degree of semantic types of adjective attribute marking the head and
semantic relation with the head is an important factor determining the flow order of adjective attribute. The syl-
lable rhythm and other factors also have an important influence on the flow order of adjective attribute. The
flow order is as follows: in the attribute-head phrases of hierarchical relation adjectives, situational adjectives
> attributive adjectives, subjective attribute adjectives > objective attribute adjectives, non-essential attribute
adjectives > essential attribute adjectives, and polysyllabic adjectives > disyllabic adjectives > monosyllabic
adjectives; in the attribute-head phrases of coordinate relation adjectives, unstable semantic-type adjectives >
stable semantic-type adjectives, and non-emphasized adjectives > emphasized adjectives; in the attribute-head
phrases of integrative relation adjectives, first cognition adjectives > later cognition adjectives, and reverent
adjectives in national cultural psychology > non-reverent adjectives.

Key words: adjective attribute; logical modification relation of attribute-head ; semantic type; semantic

relation; flow order
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