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The Value Leverage and Public Policy Adjustment Based
on the Ethnic Culture: Beginning with the Ainu

GAO Xiaoyan, LI Xin

(School of Humanities and Law, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract; The Ainu are the oldest inhabitants of the Japanese archipelagos. They were once called
“shrimp barbarians” in history. At present, they are mainly distributed in Hokkaido. Before the Tokugawa
era, Japan pursued the long-term assimilation policy, adopted nihilism attitude towards the existence of the
Ainu and tried to assimilate them, but it was unable to eliminate their national consciousness. In recent years,
under the dual attempts of the influence of world native human rights movement and the Ainu’s unremitting
struggle , Japanese government has adjusted its ethnic policy which emphasized the singularity in the past, and
the Ainu’s national identity has finally been recognized. The analysis of the evolution of the Japanese
government’s Ainu policy and the value orientation behind it can reveal the reality of facing up to the cultural
differences of ethnic groups and the essence of development imbalance behind them, which is of some impor-
tance for formulating the corresponding policies, promoting the social harmony and ethnic equality, and elimi-
nating the phenomenon of development imbalance.

Key words: ethnic policy; native people; public policy; cultural autonomy; the Ainu
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Learn and You will Be a Gentleman: An Explanation of the Opening
and Chapter Behavior and Filial Piety and Fraternal Duty of The Analects

TANG Genxi

(School of Sociology and Population Sciences, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 230036, China)

Abstract: “To learn” and “to be a gentleman” are the nature of human, and a desired life attitude for
everyone. “Learning” is the consciousness that comes from ancestors and goodness of heart, while “reviewing
repeatedly” indicates the nature of existence and practice of “learning”. “Happiness” starts from “reviewing” ,
and it is the source of vitality and the desire of life instinct. As the instinct of “reviewing” depends on the
awareness of “learning” , “learning” naturally becomes “happiness”. “Learning” becomes the essential exist-
ence of life because of “happiness”, and it’s the representation of life intelligence, that is, the autonomy,
awareness and self-consciousness. As a base of human’s benevolence, the desire of filial piety and fraternal duty
transfers from the patriarchal love of relatives to universal love of benevolence. The relationship among filial pie-
ty, fraternal duty and benevolence is like the one among learning, reviewing and happiness. The purpose of
“learning” is to create merciful gentleman, thus it is a deep political enlightenment and ideological revolution.

Key words: The Analects; Xue Er; gentleman; learning; happiness; filial piety; benevolence
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