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Restudy of the Connotations of “Loyalty and Righteousness” in Ancient China

QIAO Zhenzhen

(School of Humanities, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 611756, China)

Abstract . “

ously thought to be mostly focused on the meaning of “loyalty to the emperor”.

eousness” , which constitute “loyalty and righteousness” ,

Loyalty and righteousness” is an important moral concept in ancient China, and it was previ-

In fact, “loyalty” and “right-

have an inherently unified writing logic. The appro-

priateness of the ethical order embodied in “loyalty” makes it a part of the meanings of “righteousness”. They

are closely linked in the process of lexical development due to the pursuit of morality, so that

righteousness”

eousness among the people”. Thus, in addition to the officials loyal to their sovereign who

lives and sacrifice their lives for keeping moral integrity” ,

develops a double connotation in different contexts, namely,

“loyalty and
“loyalty in the state and right-
“lay down their

the biographies of loyalty and righteousness also re-

cord the content of “righteousness” , such as self-sacrifice and friendship. The dual connotations of “loyalty

and righteousness” are not separated and isolated, but are united in their intrinsic nature. The nature of “loy-

alty and righteousness”

life, and the antagonism inspired by treachery and evil, and in fact derives more from

from “loyalty” alone.
Key words: loyalty; righteousness;

and treachery

- 28 .

includes the traits of nature,

loyalty and righteousness;

the sacrificial nature of being willing to give up one’ s

“righteousness” than

nature; confrontation between loyalty

(ZEHE T F)



