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Utilization of Animal and Plant Resources Seen

in Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty of Jianshuijinguan

HAN Hua

( Exhibition Department, Gansu Museum of Bamboo Slips, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract; The bamboo slips of Han Dynasty of Jianshuijinguan have all been published with a total of

11000 pieces, including nearly 1050 bamboo slips related to animal and plant resources. There are 646 animal

slips, including horses, cattle, donkeys, camels, sheep, pigs, dogs, chickens, fish, rabbits, etc. , among

which horses, cattle, camels and donkeys are mainly used for carrying goods and riding by border guards,

dogs are used for guarding, and others are the meat source for border guards. There are 404 plant slips, inclu-

ding 18 kinds of cereal, vegetables, forage grass, oil plants, hemp, beans and trees. Now Hexi residents still

use the animal and plant resources recorded in the bamboo slips of Han Dynasty of Jianshuijinguan. Systemati-

cally sorting out their utilization will help to reveal one side of frontier people’s life in the Han Dynasty, and to

lay a foundation for comprehensively and systematically arranging such kind of problems.

Key words: Jianshuijinguan; bamboo slips of Han Dynasty; animal and plant resources; utilization
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