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Crisis of Publicity in Academic Community in Solar

WANG Juli

(School of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; Solar is a novel written by the British writer, Ean McEwan, in which the spiritual state of
the academics in the transitional period of post-modern society is conveyed to the readers and the anomie of
the academic community is brought to light. In this novel, the writer tries to portray the academic life that is
dominated by cultural philistinism in the consumer society and follows capital logic. In this community, ex-
pertise is endowed with commodity value and kept away from altruism. Human beings are alienated and their
social capital that is originally characterized by sharing, respect and altruism is now destroyed. The inner
spiritual life of the individuals represented by that of the protagonist is disordered by their strong desire to
pursue fame and wealth, which is actually the representation of the decline of public social culture. With his
critical attitude toward the anomie of publicity, McEwan’ s reflections on the dilemma of the people in the
transitional period of society and his call for the reconstruction of public life as community are conveyed to
the readers.

Key words: Solar; academic community; alienation; crisis of publicity
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