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Sima Qian’s Dynamic Economic Thoughts in

Collected Biographies of Merchants

CHAI Xiaosen, CHEN Xingang

(School of Economy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract; In recent years, there have been many studies on the economic thoughts in Collected Biogra-

phies of Merchants, but for a long time, two problems have restricted the in-depth study. One is that domestic

scholars take Western economic theories as the standard, and some sentences in Collected Biographies of Mer-

chants are extracted and mechanically correspond to the modern Western economic theory. The other is that

the research vision sticks to Collected Biographies of Merchant itself, ignoring its organic connection with other

chapters of Historical Records and downplaying the contribution of Sima Qian’s economic thoughts. The gist of

Sima Qian’s economic thoughts reflected in Collected Biographies of Merchants lies in affirming the correlation

between macro-economy and micro-economy, and analyzing it dynamically, on which he affirms the market

mechanism. This is still instructive for today’s socialist market economy construction.

Key words: Sima Qian; Collected Biographies of Merchanis; economic thoughts
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