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Why Disasters Enter the Literary Vision:
Occurrence and Influence of Disaster Literature

TAN Jing

(School of International Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: The reasons why disasters can enter the literary vision are that for one thing, in view of litera-
ture being an activity system, disasters conform to the four factors necessary for literary writing: world, author,
works and readers; for another, the tragedy brought about by the disasters’ characteristics has a great influence
on Chinese literary creation. The influences are mainly shown in the following aspects: forming the guiding
ideology of Chinese literati’s creation in the past dynasties, enriching the creation of Chinese literature in terms
of theme, artistic expression and style, etc. , a formed unique “happiness sense literature” with Chinese char-
acteristics under the action of national character providing reference ways and methods for disaster treatment
and cure in future generations, and playing the role of “mutual verification of literature and history”. In this
context, disasters have become the object of literary writing, and literature has also achieved the historical per-

ceptual expression of disasters.

Key words: disaster; literary vision; disaster literature ; influence
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