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Dramatic Construction of Chinese Narrative: Categorical Analysis of
the Themes of Cultural Relic Drama in National Treasure

LI Guangzhu™"

(a. Research Center of Jiangxi Drama Resources; b. School of Humanities and Law,

East China University of Technology, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract; The strategic contradiction between the historical origin of Chinese narrative and its contempo-
rary appearance has evolved into the continuity problem of historical narrative and contemporary narrative.
How to balance the ritual attribute and transmission attribute of narrative in the field of crossing the historical
narrative and contemporary narrative concerns the construction of a sustainable national narrative matrix. The
national treasure’ s legitimacy lies in its commitment to the national narrative. Telling the story of cultural rel-
ics is for finding real treasures. National Treasure with its dramatic structure integrates the communicator,
communication process and communication effect, and completes the closed loop of ritual communication of
cultural relics. National Treasure devotes itself to the thematic exploration of each cultural relic with its dis-
tinctive narrative orientation. From the legends of previous life to the stories of this life, the code of creating
civilization is cracked in the presence of cultural relics and in the drama of history. Through the analysis of
three important themes, we can see the great potential of cultural relic narration in the construction of Chinese
narrative system.
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