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First Marriage and Remarriage :
Study of Female Marriage in the Ming Dynasty

LI Qingyong

(School of History, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract; Female marriage generally has two forms: first marriage and remarriage. As for the first mar-
riage age, the female betrothal age in the Ming Dynasty is mostly in the childhood, they are younger, and
there are more phenomena of early betrothal. The wedding age concentrates in 16—18 years old, and the aver-
age age is 18 years old, which is above the level of legal marriage age, and it fluctuates in the adult age. The
female betrothal age in the Ming Dynasty has certain blindness, which reflects their desire for marriage. The
wedding age has certain rationality, which reflects their relative reason in marriage. Concerning the problem of
female remarriage in the Ming Dynasty, the social promotion and the family’s force are the two main promoting
factors. From the perspective of social factors, the non-prohibition of law, support of public opinion, encour-
agement of the family, men’s welcome, and influence of the atmosphere play a great role in promoting female
remarriage. From the perspective of family factors, the husband’s family or their parents force the widows to
remarry because of pitying their young age, poverty, or loneliness, or being greedy for their property, which
plays a great role in promoting their remarriage.

Key words: the Ming Dynasty; women; first marriage; remarriage
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