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Interpretation and Proof of Modern Vernacular in Dunhuang Documents

LI Zhiling", AN Zhongyi"

(a. Department of Science and Technology; b. Department of Social Sciences, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract ; Dunhuang documents are the vernacular ones of the Tang and Song Dynasties. The vernaculars
are hard to see in today’s general language, but in many vernaculars, the related words with similar or inter-
linked pronunciation are still used, which can provide the evidence for the word interpretations. By using the
modern vernacular to make textual criticisms and explanations of more than ten words in Dunhuang documents,
such as “amang (BZE)”, “mole (Mi%)”, “tantan (EfE)”, “yachai (EE4%¢)”, “zhan (HE)”, “zhai
(#K)”, “sefu (fA41)”, “nuanfang (BE55)”, “maohuo (MEEX)” | we can find that the ancient words are
still active in today’s spoken language, and that the interpretation and proof of modern vernacular in Dunhuang
Documents can provide some references for the study of ancient literature and textual criticisms and explana-
tions of words.

Key words: Dunhuang documents; modern vernacular; word illustration



