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The Diachronic Sources and Formation
Characteristics of “Special Regional Words” in Taiwan

WANG Mingyu', YANG Meng’

(1. Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Macau, Macau 999078, China;

2. School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract; The paper takes 1543 special regional words in Taiwan of Dictionary of Different Words Across
the Taiwan Strait as the research object, and compares them in the form and meaning with those of three edi-
tions of Mandarin Chinese Dictionary ( the original edition in 1947, the revised edition in 1981 and the revised
edition in 2015). Tt also makes a detailed study on the diachronic sources, types of formation, word formation
methods, conditions of usage, and interaction between Chinese Taiwan and mainland. The results show that
the vast majority of special regional words are the result of Taiwan using the inherent morpheme and word-for-
mation of Chinese to create new words, a small part of them are the result of “cognate” words used in Taiwan
and rarely used or abandoned in Chinese mainland, and dialect words are also few.

Key words: different words across the Taiwan Strait; special regional words in Taiwan; Mandarin Chi-
nese Dictionary
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