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Error Discrimination of Chen Baozhen’s
“Seventh-session Lecture Notes of Nan Society”

ZHANG Xinjie

(School of Literature and Journalism, Yantai University, Yantai 264005, China)

Abstract; The third volume of Chen Baozhen Collection published by Zhonghua Book Company in 2003
contains Chen Baozhen’s article “Seventh-session Lecture Notes of Nan Society” , in which there exists the er-
ror of the time record about the discussion of the beginning and end of Tianjin Religious Case. Abridged Edi-
tion of Chen Baozhen’s Chronicle published by Commercial Press in 2019 is based on this article to conclude
that Chen Baozhen met Zeng Guofan in Baoding in the first month of the eighth year of Tongzhi because of
Tianjin Religious Case. By carefully combing through the time of Tianjin Religious Case, and the travel and
contact of Chen Baozhen, Zeng Guofan and Fang Zongcheng from the seventh year of Tongzhi to the ninth year
of Tongzhi, it can be concluded that the time when Chen Baozhen learned the inside story of Tianjin Religious
Case from Fang Zongcheng was after Fang Zongcheng arrived in Beijing on September 25, the ninth year of
Tongzhi, and before he left Beijing for Tianjin in intercalary October, so the time was not when Chen Baozhen
“traveled north to enter the capital”.

Key words: Chen Baozhen; “Seventh-session Lecture Notes of Nan Society” ; error discrimination; Zeng

Guofan; the ninth year of Tongzhi
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