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Restoration and Interpretation of Rishu Slips

in Xuanquan’s Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty (II)

MAI Mengxiao

(Collation Research Department, Gansu Museum of Bamboo Slips, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: According to the numbers on the back and the text meanings, the 12 slips of “rishu” seen in

Xuanquan’s Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty (II) can be divided into two groups, the manuscripts of which con-

stitute a complete book of 25 slips with related content and complementary functions. There is a close relation-

ship between this book and the other similar literature in the bamboo slips of Qin and Han Dynasties. It can

correct the errors of Sishi in Kongjiapo’s bamboo slips of Han Dynasty. After the restoration of slips, the first

group is a practical text used to refer to “jianchu” and “siri” , while the second group is an explanatory text

used to inquire about the compatibility and incompatibility of specific “siri”.

Key words: Xuanquan’s bamboo slips of Han Dynasty; rishu; restoration of slips
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