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Order of Five Elements: New Discussion on the Nature

of The Classic of Mountains and Rivers

ZHANG Tongsheng

(School of Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730020, China)

Abstract; The scholars have not reached consensus on whether The Classic of Mountains and Rivers is

myth, record of geography, origin of bizarre language,

from the whole system of its text content,

Mountains and Rivers reflects Qin Empire organizing “

. . ”
mountains and rivers

or astronomical calendar of ancient times, etc.

generation context,

on the basis of offering sacrifices to mountains,

Seen

time and reason of publication, The Classic of

order of ghosts and gods of heaven and earth, famous

which is guided by five-element

thought. Reviewing the abnormal narratives in The Classic of Mountains and Rivers from five-element thought

and its representation writing in historical books of past dynasties,

we can find that bizarre narration and five-

element writing share the qualitative similarity, and then know that the nature of The Classic of Mountains and

Rivers is the order of five elements.
Key words:

witchcraft

The Classic of Mountains and Rivers;

myth; five-element thought; record of geography;
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