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Body Modification and Identity Dilemma: Research on Haircut
in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Period of the Republic of China

TONG Min

(Basic Teaching Department, Nanjing Institute of Railway Technology, Nanjing 210031, China)

Abstract: Since the late Qing Dynasty, haircut has been a means of external body modification of Chi-
nese people, which is closely related to the change of current political situation. From the perspective of gen-
der, the male haircut movement was the result of approaching the western body discourse in the undercurrent
of nationalism. The female haircut movement learned from the successful practice of male haircut. It reached a
climax in the voice of women’s liberation in the May 4th Movement, and then split into the dual meanings of
revolution and modernity. After the haircut, the male and female faced the identity dilemma of culture and sta-
tus, which was reflected in the two kinds of literary images: “imitation foreign devils” and “Hua Mulan” in
literary creation. They implied the special cultural mentality of modern Chinese intellectuals and embodied the
contradiction and complexity of historical development.

Key words: male haircut; female haircut; body modification; identity dilemma
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