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On Yan Zi’s Political Ideology

YAN Jian

( Editorial Department of Jining University Journal, Jining University, Qufu 273155, China)

Abstract; Yan Zi has the ambition for Shun and has his heart in Great Harmony. He believes that the

key to governance lies in learning from historical experience and bringing forth the new through the old. He

has some political talent, claiming that the government should neither boast of its advantages nor impose hard

work on the people. He advocates making swords and halberds as agricultural tools to keep the world peaceful.

Yan Zi made many political attempts throughout his life. However, due to him living in the troubled times of

ritual collapse and the princes vying for supremacy, his political ambitions came to nothing and his political at-

tempts failed in the end. Yan Zi impressed the later generations as a historical figure of political sage with the

thoughts of benevolent governance and the rule of virtue, social ideal of the world’s Great Harmony, and the

unrelenting political pursuit, and he described a beautiful political vision for common people.

Key words: Yan Zi; ambition for Shun; benevolent governance and the rule of virtue; political vision
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