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Structuralization of Negative Evaluation Construction “da [ X] de”
and Analysis of Related Problems

WANG xueyan

(School of International Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: “da [ X] de” is a construction commonly used in modern spoken Chinese. In this construc-
tion, “X” is mostly time noun, a few being space or post noun. The common semantic feature is containing
ordinal meaning. “da” indicates the deeper extent to which certain features are achieved within the time or
space, and “de” shows the speaker’s subjective evaluation. “da [ X] de” indicates something that should or
should not be done within the time or space, while expressing the speaker’s negative subjective emotions. The
construction process of “da [ X] de” is “da X — [da X] de — da [ X] de”. This construction is called
“negative evaluation construction” because it always causes negative emotions of the speaker. “[ X] Jia jia
de” and “da [ X] de” are constructions with similar forms and the same functions. Dictionary definition and
Chinese teaching should distinguish between word meanings and constructional meanings.

Key words: negative evaluation construction; “da [ X] de”; “[X] jia jia de” ; ordinal meaning; con-
structional meaning
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