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Subversion of Logical Evolution of Human Civilization :
A Case Study of Cat’s Cradle

ZHANG Fuyong', QIN Xuan®

(1. School of Humanities, Yantai Nanshan University, Longkou 265706, China;

2. School of Foreign Languages, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250358, China)

Abstract; Kurt Vonnegut’s novel Cat’s Cradle is a science fiction story that relates how high technology

loses control under the desire for material, power, sex and greed with the postmodern art style of irony, humor

and wisdom. Applying the theory of three stages of logic process in Nie Zhenzhao’s ethical literary criticism to

analyze the novel can deepen the understanding of logical evolution of human civilization. The novel presents

man’s blind worship and frantic pursuit of high technology, which has caused the revolt of logical evolution of

human civilization in the post-human society. Evolutionary chaos appear in biological choices, interpersonal

relationship’s disorder do in ethical choices, and incontrollable science and technology do in scientific choices.

Under the double influences of spiritual crisis and hegemonic policy of the Western society, human nature is

severely twisted and the evolution of human civilization is greatly influenced.

Key words: Kurt Vonnegut; Cat’s Cradle; biological choice; ethical choice; scientific choice
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