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British Decision-making and British-American Diplomatic Game
in the Preparatory Phase of Washington Conference in 1921

LI Shujian

(School of History, Collaborative Innovation Center of the South China Sea Studies,

Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; After the First World War, British diplomatic strategy focused on Europe, and the Far East
and the Pacific took a back seat in its strategic ranking. In the face of the rise of the U.S. and Japan in the
region, Britain did not want to vie for the regional interests by force, while the mode of diplomacy became its
preferred option instead. Before Washington Conference, British Foreign Ministry’s strategic study and
judgement showed that the rise of the U. S. and Japan would occupy its strategic space in the region, but it
failed to pay sufficient attention to this strategic trend, only hoping to maintain its strategic interests in the
region through appeasing Japan and compromising with the U. S. After a series of trade-offs, Britain decided to
replace Anglo-Japanese Alliance with a tripartite agreement among Britain, the U.S. and Japan. When the U. S.
planned to convene Washington Conference, Britain exerted the diplomatic influence on the U.S. and carried out
three rounds of intense diplomatic games around the issue of dominant right to convene and prepare for Washington
Conference. In the end, under the insistence of the U. S. , Britain chose to compromise and ceded the right
to convene and prepare for Washington Conference to the U. S.

Key words: Washington Conference; transfer of power; British and American diplomatic game ; Anglo-

Japanese Alliance
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