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HREE

The Impression of Taiwan Ethnic Groups in the Eyes of Westerners in the
19th Century: Based on the Perspective of Multi-dimensional Interaction

BIAN Liang', LIAN Chenxi’

(1. School of Public Policy & Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100082, China;
2. Institute of Ancient History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The special marine geographical conditions and historical deduction process have created favor-
able conditions for the establishment of multi-culture in Chinese Taiwan. The “other” vision of Westerners can
break away from the shackles of original Chinese language system, and more fully present the interaction be-
tween Chinese culture and Western one in Taiwan in the 19th century, which is achieved through the interac-
tive observation and evaluation of ethnic groups. Firstly, Westerners point out the lag of the Hans’ culture from
the western perspective, but affirm the courage and diligence of the Hans. Secondly, while showing the primi-
tive simplicity of minority ethnic groups, the Westerners have ulterior motives to excavate the religious attrib-
utes. Thirdly, the Westerners refute their images in the traditional Chinese context and try to re-construct their
own ones. Fourthly, most of the Westerners do not comment on the mutual evaluation between the Hans and
the minority ethnic groups, but implicitly support the latter. Although the Westerners’ investigation of Taiwan’s
society and culture from the perspective of pluralistic transformation can present a more real and dynamic pic-
ture of modern Taiwan society, the image interaction of ethnic groups from the multi-perspective can’t easily
get rid of the cultural discrimination pattern under the specific historical background.

Key words:; ethnic group view of Taiwan; multi-perspective ; Chinese and western culture; interactive integration
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