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Naming and Classification of “Qiance”

WANG Xiao

( Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; In the unearthed documents, there is a kind of bamboo slips, which are used to record burial
objects, and are called “qiance” by the academic circles. However, concerning qiance’s appellation and clas-
sification, there are still some disputes. Qiance has different features in different historical periods. Using this
name does not conform to the actual situation, but using funeral document is more reasonable in view of the
function and nature. Specifically, from the Warring States period to the beginning of the Western Han Dynas-
ty, the funeral document includes qgiance and fengshu, and giance occupies an dominant position; from the
mid-period of the Western Han Dynasty to the end of the Han Dynasty, the main body of funeral document in-
cludes yiwushu, qizhi, muquan, and gaodice which is the document connecting “world” with “underworld”.

Key words: qiance; funeral document; name oneself; name; classification
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