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Textual Research of Origin of Adjective “Shi (&)”

QIU Feng

(School of Humanities, Shangqiu Normal University, Shangqiu 476000, China)

Abstract: “Shi (J&)”
to refer to statement and serves as predicate by itself, it means “so” (“ " “XFE™ ), which not only pos-

is mainly used to refer to statement before it is used as adjective. When it is used

sesses extended suitability (it shows the consistent relationship between the two on the abstract level) with the
meaning of “right” (“XFH)” “IEHIAY”) of “shi (/&) ” used as adjective, but also coincides with the regu-
lar syntactic structure — the one of predicate by itself when it is used as adjective. Thus, from the perspective
of pragmatic frequency, semantic suitability and syntactic structure, the adjective usage of “shi (/&) ” should
originate from the reference usage of its referring to statement and serving as predicate by itself. But the occur-
used as

rence frequency of adjective usage of “shi (HJ)” is rather low before the appearance of “shi (J&)”

adjective,, while “shi (J&)” used as copula occurs after “shi (J&)” used as adjective. Neither can be the or-

igin of “shi (/&)” used as adjective.

Key words

“shi (J&£)”; adjective; textual research of origin; grammaticalization
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