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The Evolution of China’s Ocean Strategy

HONG Xiang

(School of Marxism, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Ancient China’s “emphasizing the land and scorning the sea” is due to the comprehensive in-
fluence of agricultural economy, border defense pressure of land, tribute system and traditional cultural con-
cept of “harmony”. Modern China’s “defending the country by the sea” is the result of the necessity of devel-
oping marine economy, perfecting the coast defense system and the impact of western marine thought. The for-
mation of contemporary China’s strategy of “coordinating the land and the sea” is based on the three needs of
current transformation of China’s economic structure, adherence to the overall view of national security, and
construction of community of shared future for mankind. China’s ocean strategy shows the following evolution
characteristics. Its objective evolves from “drawing on the advantages mainly” to “avoiding the disadvantages
mainly” and then to “drawing on the advantages and avoiding the disadvantages”. Its content evolves from
“emphasizing the marine security” to “emphasizing the national security” and then to “coordinating the na-
tional security and marine development ”. Its form evolves from “superficial cognition” to “preliminary explo-
ration” and then to “systematic deployment” .

Key words: China’s ocean strategy; ocean power; cause of formation
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