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Differences Between Wang Su’s Interpretation of Rituals of
The Book of Songs and Zheng Xuan’s Theory

LI Mingyang

(Qilu Culture Research Institute, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract; Regarding the content of ritual study in The Book of Songs, Wang Su often proposes academic
views that contrast with Zheng Xuan’s, and some are even more in line with the poetry’s purpose. These classical
annotations not only use the ritual system and ceremonial texts to annotate the poetry, but also involve the under-
standing and interpretation of ritual righteousness. They express personal perspectives without disrupting the
poetic conception, reflecting relatively independent views. Zheng Xuan’s explanation of The Book of Songs is
based on Mao Commentary, while Wang Su assigns meanings according to the texts and takes understanding
the poetic meanings as a basis. Zheng Xuan is good at explaining The Book of Songs through rigid rituals,
while Wang Su does not hinder the expression of human emotions in the poetry when using ritual books or ritual
knowledge to explain The Book of Songs. Zheng Xuan’s annotations of The Book of Songs are primarily in
accordance with Mao’s, while Wang Su takes Mao’s as a basis and also adopts the interpretations from three
other scholars. Compared to Zheng Xuan’s approach of explaining The Book of Songs through rituals, Wang
Su’s interpretations of the content of ritual study in The Book of Songs often integrate the meanings of poetry
and rituals, focusing on expressing the connotation of rituals while expressing the emotions in the poetry. In
terms of interpreting the content of ritual study in The Book of Songs, Zheng and Wang present different stylistic
forms. Zheng Xuan regards The Book of Songs as a derivative of rituals with ritual as a principal thing and The
Book of Songs as a supplement, while Wang Su’s ritual spirit displays a strong “human attribute” , highlighting
the care for human feelings and practicality of realpolitik.

Key words: Wang Su; The Book of Songs; ritual study; dispute between Zheng and Wang
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