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Semantic Interpretation of “Tai” , a Function Word in Modern Chinese,
and Its Interaction with Syntactic Levels

WANG Xueyan

(School of International Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; The study of the interactive relationship between the semantic interpretation of function words in
modern Chinese and the syntactic levels is a research paradigm of construction grammar. “Tai” has a relevance
and evaluation function in a sentence, and its various specific semantic interpretations gradually emerge under
the influence of various explanatory elements, which include the predicate, construction and discourse, etc. The
predicate’s semantic characteristic is the key factor affecting the meaning expression of “tai”, its negative
construction also affects the semantic interpretation of “tai” , and the discourse influences the semantic inter-
pretation of “tai” mainly through the comparison with the subsequent context.

Key words: “tai” ; interpretative element; association; evaluation; presupposition; implication
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