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Zang Wenzhong,said the Master, kept

a divine tortoise in a hall with hill patterns

on the pillars and duckweed patterns on its

beams. What did he know of the
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The Master said, “Zang Wenzhong

keeps a huge tortoise shell in a large house

with mountain-shaped carved arches and

columns decorated with aquatic grass as if

he were a duke or a prince. How can we

consider such a man to be wise?”
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Study on the Role of Translators as “ Gatekeepers”
in Chinese Classics Translation: A Case Study of English Version
of a Sentence in The Analects

GAO Chagqing' ,LING Shuangying’

(1. Department of Arts and Sciences, Anhui Communications Vocational and Technical College, Hefei 230051, China;

2. School of International Education, Anhui Institute of International Business, Hefei 231131, China)

Abstract: Under the background of establishing “cultural self-confidence” , advocating “Chinese culture

going out” and enhancing the soft power of Chinese culture, translating Chinese classics into foreign languages

is both an important carrier and a channel for Chinese culture to “go out”. Chinese classics are broad and pro-

found, and some of the texts are difficult and easily misunderstood and mistranslated. By use of an example of

English version of a sentence in The Analects, it is elucidated that translators should do a good job in under-

standing the profound meaning of original texts, taking care of the cultural blanks of foreign readers, selecting

translations carefully, as well as exploiting proper translation methods and strategies in the process of transla-

ting Chinese classics into foreign languages.

Key words: Chinese classics; translating into foreign languages; translator; gatekeeper; translation

method and strategy
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