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Internal Logic of Wang Fuzhi’s “Practical” Affection Aesthetics

ZHANG Chuanyou

(School of Art, Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao 266061, China)

Abstract: As a kind of ideological peculiarity and value orientation of Confucianism in the Qing Dynasty,
advocating “truth” penetrates into all aspects of Confucianism, aesthetics and art of that time. Influenced by
the concept of advocating “truth” , the Confucian aesthetics in the Qing Dynasty pays attention to and affirms
the beauty of life and human nature, but strictly restricts the diversified demands of beauty because of a strong
complex of salvation. Wang Fuzhi’s aesthetic thought with Qi ontology as the core, stresses that “affection” o-
riginates from “nature” and affirms the reasonable “affection” and “desire”. It advocates “disciplining one-

¢

self” and opposes “disciplining the others” , and thinks that in the process of transferring from “nature” to
“affection” , flooding should be avoided, and we should be enriched through the masculinity cultivated by the
four virtues. His propositions of “enriching” rather than “correcting” the affection, “reaching” rather than
“using it alone” , and “anticipating” the affection with rites and music are not only different from Neo-Confu-
cianism, but also distant from Lu Wang’s philosophy of mind. This solemn and stirring thought with strong his-
torical characteristics is closely connected with Huang Zongxi’s and later inspires Dai Zhen’s, which establishes
the evolution direction of the Qing Dynasty’s “practical ” affection aesthetics.

Key words: Wang Fuzhi; real learning; aesthetics; “affection” ; “nature”
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