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Cognitive Motivation of Particles in the Teaching of Phrasal Verbs

LIU Zhengian' , MENG Xiao®

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Qilu University of Technology, Jinan 250353, China;

2. School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract; FEnglish phrasal verbs are believed to be challenging to learn due to their semantic

intransparency and polysemy, which requires rote memorization of form-meaning pairings. The prosperity of

cognitive linguistics ( CL), especially category theory and conceptual metaphor theory, provides a new

perspective to resolve it with a reasonable explanation of the semantic network of particles, indicating that the

meaning of phrasal verbs is not arbitrary as previously considered. Compared with the traditional teaching

method, the CL-based teaching methods presenting the cognitive motivation of particles have a better influence

on the acquisition of phrasal verbs. The cognitive deductive method can present the cognitive semantic network

of particles more clearly than the cognitive inductive method, while the cognitive inductive method outperforms

the cognitive deductive method in memory retention.

Key words: phrasal verb; particle; cognitive motivation; semantic web of particles
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