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Influence of Yangming’s Philosophy of the Mind
on the Spiritual Thoughts of Literati in Yuedi in the Late Ming Dynasty

FAN Yongkang

(School of Humanities, Shaoxing University, Shaoxing 312000, China)

Abstract: Yangming’s philosophy of the mind advocates the human’s life value and subjective conscious-
ness, and emphasizes “true intention” and “conscience” in the ontological position, which contains the
sprouts of spiritual thoughts such as “unrestrained mind” and “natural human nature”. Through the deduction
of Longxi School represented by Wang Ji and Taizhou School represented by Wang Gen, Luo Jinxi, and Li
Zhi, the thoughts of personality emancipation contained in Yangming’s philosophy of the mind can be publi-
cized, and then have an important impact on the literary thoughts of literati in Yuedi such as Xu Wei, Tao
Wangling, Wang Siren, and Zhang dai. Wang Yangming and the later scholars directly or indirectly influence
the propositions of Xu Wei’s “seeking truth and avoiding falsehood”, Tao Wangling’s “ writing from the
chest” , Wang Siren’s emphasis on the nature of “speaking of oneself” , and the “style of ice and snow” advo-
cated by Zhang Dai. However, to a certain extent, they still retain the respect for “reason” in Yang Ming’s
philosophy of the mind, reflecting the complexity of cultural inheritance.
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