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Definition of Modernity Crisis: Opinions of Arendt, Strauss and Voegelin

OUYANG Huoliang

(School of Public Administration, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065, China)

Abstract : Modernity crisis has become a recognized proposition in the Western academia. As for the way
modernity crisis in the Western society is understood, explained and solved, there are different answers.
Arendt believes that modernity crisis in the Western society comes from the loss of authority in modern society.
We cannot go back to the past, but can only focus on the future. Strauss tries to find an antagonistic explana-
tion between reason and spirit, and explores the meaning of this explanation for political life, so it has a clear
speculative color of political philosophy. Voegelin expoundes the Western modernity crisis from the perspective
of religion, and traces it back to Gnosticism of the Middle Ages, thinking that the spiritual innocence of mod-
ern people is the essence of the crisis. To solve the Western modernity crisis, we must think about its origin
and give different solutions. Looking at modernity with a retro mentality is not conducive to the elimination of
modernity crisis in the Western society. Ancient experience and methods may have reference significance, but
cannot provide direct solutions, let alone being directly applied to modern times. Therefore, respecting and a-
dopting different choices may be the solution to modernity crisis in the Western countries.

Key words: modernity ; modernity crisis; totalitarianism; ancient and modern change
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