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Jeong Yak-yong’s Practical Learning
in Ancient and Modern Annotations of The Analects :
Examples of Confucian Literature’s Overseas Communication and Study

LIU Zhoufei

(School of Humanities, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract; In the later period of the Korean Dynasty, Neo-Confucianism became rigid, while practical
learning representing a new style of Confucianism emerged and Jeong Yak-yong epitomized the thought of this
school. His practical learning was embodied by way of two routes in the interpretation of the Confucian clas-
sics ; verification of the classics’ original text and annotation. Different from the simple textual research into the
words, Jeong Yak-yong stressed that the final aim for the explanations of words was to find the connotations,
that is, elucidating Confucius’ way of filial piety, loyalty and forgiveness, and applying it to practice. Jeong
Yak-yong’s Confucianism compromises in the Han’s and Song’s Confucianism. While he affirmed Zhu Xi’s con-
cept of interpreting the classics by explaining the words to understand the connotations, he built his own view
of practical learning by refuting Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucianism.

Key words: Jeong Yak-yong; Zhu Xi; Ancient and Modern Annotations of The Analects ; practical learn-

ing; connotation of classics
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