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The Nature and Use of Explanatory Words

WANG Jihui

(College of Chinese Language and Culture, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract; Explanatory words are the means and tool helping explain senses, but they are not the part of
senses themselves. Whether explanatory words are used or not does not concern senses themselves and the
compiling quality of dictionaries. Explanatory words’ existence value lies in helping the society understand sen-
ses of entries. In explaining senses, whether explanatory words are used or not mainly depends on the different
value orientations of dictionary compilation. The use of explanatory words must be well suited with their places
and they must be used under certain conditions.

Key words: explanatory word ; nature; value orientation; use; tool
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Several Trends in the Historical Development of Chinese Dictionary

LI Yuming', WANG Donghai’

(1. Advanced Innovation Center for Language Resources, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China;

2. School of International Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: Firstly, the paper recalls the outstanding contributions that Liu Shuxin and Zhang Zhiyi have
made in the dictionary compilation and lexicographical theory. Secondly, it discusses the three major transfor-
mations that have happened in the history of Chinese dictionary: the dictionary compilation transferring from
individual work to teamwork, the role of government changing from promulgator to guider, and the compiler i-
dentity switching from governmental background to academic one. Thirdly, it points out that the current goal of
dictionary development is to compile high-quality dictionaries and build high-quality databases, the academic
goal is to create the theories and cultivate the talents, and the social goal is to give full play to the function of
dictionary in storing collective memory and providing social knowledge service. Finally, it shows that the char-
acteristic of media convergence era is the iteration and existence of various media, the fragmentation and inter-
action of message delivery. The essence of so-called “media convergence dictionaries” is the trans-boundary
correlation, and the integration of different media, compilers and users, and dictionaries and related re-
sources. The development from paper dictionary to media convergence one can also be regarded as the fourth
major transformation in the history of Chinese dictionary.

Key words: dictionary; Liu Shuxin; Zhang Zhiyi; media convergence dictionary; trans-boundary corre-
lation ; historical trend
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