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Study of Discourse Ethics in Network Public Spheres
from the Perspective of Habermas’ Communicative Thought

SONG Pingfeng

(School of Foreign Languages, Nanchang Institute of Technology, Nanchang 330099, China)

Abstract: The network public spheres have become the public arena in which people issue and acquire
information, express opinions and discuss public matters. However, there exist various kinds of phenomena of
discourse anomie which have greatly influenced the state governance, social stability and harmony, and
people’s normal life. Habermas’ communicative thought has theoretical and practical significance in both recog-
nizing the nature of network public spheres and governing the phenomena of discourse anomie in network pub-
lic spheres. The network public spheres and the phenomena of discourse anomie in them are analyzed accord-
ing to Habermas’ theories of public sphere, communicative rationality and discourse ethics in his communica-
tive thought. In the course of performing discourse acts in network public spheres, four discourse ethical prin-
ciples should be followed, namely the truthfulness of speech, correctness of comprehension, sincerity of ex-
pression, argument principles of freedom, equality and impartiality.

Key words: network public sphere; public sphere; communicative rationality; discourse ethics; dis-

course ethical principle
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