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Prompt Function and Use Suggestion of “Xingrong” ( Definition Prompt)
in Modern Chinese Dictionary

DAI Junhao

(Research Institute of International Chinese Language Education, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: “Xingrong” is an important definition prompt in Chinese dictionaries. However, there are no
norms and standards about the use of “xingrong” at present, and there exist some problems of “xingrong” in
the compilation, revision, and use of dictionaries. It is found that whether “xingrong” is used or not in entry
definitions is not closely related to syllable numbers. “Xingrong” is mainly used to prompt the meanings of ad-
jective entries, but can also be used to prompt the meanings of non-adjective entries. In the definitions of ad-
jective entries, using “xingrong” to prompt word meanings can make the definitions match the part speech of
entries, or present the non-literal meanings brought about by the entries’ special structures or derivation of
word meanings. In the definitions of non-adjective entries, “xingrong” also has two prompt functions, that is,
prompting the meanings of onomatopoeia entries and the meanings of nature and state of the other non-adjective
entries except onomatopoeia. In the future revision of Modern Chinese Dictionary, “xingrong” should not be
used to prompt word meanings for non-adjectives without adjective meanings, but “xingrong” should be used
to prompt word meanings for the adjectives with non-adjective definitions, the adjectives with special structures
and onomatopoeia. In addition, “yongyu xingrong ( FHFIE%) 7 should be modified as “yonglai xingrong
(HRIEE) ™.

Key words: “xingrong” ; Modern Chinese Dictionary; definition prompt; adjective; prompt function
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