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Origin of “Shengchong” Image in Jiaodong Huabobo

LAN Ling

(School of Literature, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; Jiaodong Huabobo made of wheat flour is an artistic product created by Jiaodong women ac-
cording to the regional characteristics, festivals and life customs. It is used in Jiaodong customs such as festi-
vals, rites of life and sacrifices to reflect the sense of life rituals. One of the images, “Shengchong” , is widely
used in Jiaodong folk events such as New Year’s Day, Lantern Festival, Lunar February 2nd Festival, mar-
riage, beam-raising and sea festival to imply auspiciousness. It is a form of folk art with distinct artistic char-
acteristics and life interest, and it also embodies folk beliefs. There is a close relationship between “Sheng-
chong” and ancient myths, primitive reproductive worship, animal worship in folk beliefs, and the characteris-
tics of snakes themselves. Exploring the origin of “Shengchong” from them will help to make a more compre-
hensive and in-depth analysis of “Shengchong” Huabobo.

Key words: Jiaodong Huabobo; “Shengchong” image; folklore function; origin; comparative study
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