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[adore] 2 to like sth very much.

(FFFH)

[ detest] to hate or not like sh/sth at all.

[ wish'] 3 to want to do sth.

[ appreciate] 1 to enjoy sth or to understand the value of sh/sth.
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[respect' ] 2 to show care for or
pay attention to sh/sth.

[irritate] 1 to make sb angry; to
annoy.

[please'] 1 to make sb happy; to
satisfy.

[ wonder'] to feel great surprise or
admiration.

[ forgive] 1 to stop being angry to-
wards sb for sth that they have done
wrong.
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[ stand] 10 to not like sb/sth at all;

to hate sb/sth.
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Comparative Study of Sememe Definitions of Shared Psychological Verbs in
Chinese Learner’s Dictionary of Commercial Press and
Oxford Intermediate Learner’s English-Chinese Dictionary

LIU Wei

(School of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: Under the guidance of prototype category theory, the study compares sememe definitions of
shared psychological verbs in Chinese Learner’s Dictionary of Commercial Press and Oxford Intermediate
Learner’s English-Chinese Dictionary by adopting the theory of paraphrasing factor, and find that the two dic-
tionaries attach more importance to the meaning core, the object factor is more prominent than the subject one,
and the degree factor plays a prominent role in paraphrasing. On this basis, a closed study is made on the
sememes of psychological verbs of “hope” category. It is found that they show the following features in the def-
initions ; from the type selection of paraphrasing factors, they generally attach importance to the meaning core ,
but pay different attention to some accessory factors; in terms of definition examples, they basically carry out
the idea of “the same field and the same model” , but the latter is more targeted in the selection of accessory
factors than the former, and the meaning differentiation is higher for learners; in terms of the paraphrasing pre-
cision of inner core members of the synonym group, the words that act as meaning cores are often the ones with
the highest word value in the typical group, and the paraphrasing precision is also higher. Finally, a macro
paraphrasing model of psychological verbs is constructed, and it is proposed that the theory of paraphrasing
factor has a certain application value in paraphrasing the dictionary, sense division of polysemy, discrimination
of confusable words, and so on.

Key words: psychological verb; paraphrasing factor; paraphrasing model; dictionary for foreign

learners; comparative study
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