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Research on the Construction of World History Subject in China in
the Early 20th Century: Focusing on the 10 Years when Kong Fanyu Taught
in Tsinghua University

ZHANG Jie

(School of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China)

Abstract; Historiography is traditional learning in China, but there is no education about foreign history
knowledge in the old-styled historiography education. With the rise of higher education in modern China, for-
eign history education comes into being. Mr. Kong Fanyu taught at Tsinghua University from 1927 to 1937,
and was a pioneer for establishing the curriculum system of the early world history education in China. The
historians with new ideas, represented by Mr. Kong Fanyu, drew the historical ideas of Europe and America
into China, introduced diverse historical methods, set up a general course of historiography of European and
American countries, and fully showed the different practical effects produced by the different ideas of Chinese
and foreign historiography in the practice of teaching and research. Setting up these courses broadens the vi-
sion of the Chinese people, accumulates the experience of studying foreign history, and a more perfect course
system is designed, which makes the Chinese historical circles generally accept the new-styled “historiography
concept” , and lays a solid foundation for the final development of foreign history into the current first-level
subject: “World History” .

Key words: Kong Fanyu; world history subject; historiography curriculum historiography concept; his-
toriography method
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