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From the Differentiation of Literature and Taoism to the Collation of
Collected Works: On the Dissemination of Han Yu Collected Works
in the Early Northern Song Dynasty

SU Meili, ZHAO Juan

(Teaching and Research Department of Public Basic Courses, Shandong Police College, Jinan 250200, China)

Abstract: In the early Northern Song Dynasty, Liu Kai, Wang Yucheng and others inherited the Confu-
cian orthodoxy of Han Yu and explored the relationship between literature and Taoism, expanding the
influence of ancient Chinese prose from both creative and theoretical perspectives. Taoist scholar Chong Fang
and eminent Buddhist monk Zhi Yuan also had profound Confucian cultivation, and their works demonstrated a
high level of identification with Han Yu. With the widespread dissemination of Han Yu Collected Works, the
scholars put forward higher requirements and its collation is also increasing. Each collation can be called the
aggregation and dissemination of its different versions. The dissemination of Han Yu Collected Works not only
helps to deepen people’s understanding of ancient Chinese prose, but also cultivates deep cultural soil for the
success of ancient Chinese prose movement.

Key words: differentiation of literature and Taoism; Han Yu Collected Works; dissemination; the early

Northern Song Dynasty
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