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Ethic Factors in Transformation of Huayi Concept in the 1840s-1870s

LI Cunpu

(School of History and Culture, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: The 1840s—1870s is the period of severe conflict of “Huayi concept” in Chinese and Western
association, and is also the key period of its transformation. Before the 1860s, Chinese people used the tradi-
tional Chinese ethic standards to observe and measure the West. After the 1860s, with the increase of Chinese
and Western association and the rational observation of Chinese people going abroad, some scholars having ac-
cepted Western learning began to regard the Western ethic concept objectively and rationally, and didn’t con-
sider it as “great disaster”. The appellation of “devils” accounted for the visualization of “Hua ( Chinese)”
and “Yi (non-Chinese)” of Chinese and Western ethic concept in the mind of Chinese people, that is, the
Western culture being different from Chinese culture, and some aspects having been accepted and adopted by
Chinese people.

Key words: the 1840s—1870s; Huayi concept; ethic; Chinese and Western association
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