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The Social Problems and the Reply of Officials and
Gentlemen of Taiwan in the Qing Dynasty

YANG Qifu

(History Department, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract; After unifying Taiwan, the Qing government implemented the civil-service examination system

and appointed officials to rule the people. However, Taiwan lay in the southeast and developed rather late, its

culture and education fell behind, and there were so many social problems, such as the reckless act of drow-

ning infants, continual riots, widespread bad habits.

They not only harmed the stability of Taiwan’s society,

but also affected the consolidation of frontiers in the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, the local officials and gentlemen

attached great importance to the governance of Taiwan’s social problems, pointing out the damage, proposing

the measures for management, and participating in the activities of correction, which remarkably strengthened

the control of Taiwan society and promoted its transformation in the Qing Dynasty in a way.

Key words: Taiwan in the Qing Dynasty; social problem; official and gentleman; govern
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