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Study on the Solution Path for Juvenile “ Quasi-criminal Behavior” :
From the Perspective of the Debate on Lowering
the Age for Criminal Responsibility

ZHANG Xiangwei

(Yingke Law School, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract; In recent years, juvenile delinquency has shown the trend of lower age. some scholars have
proposed to solve the problem by lowering the age threshold of criminal responsibility, which has caused the
debate. The focus of the debate is mainly on whether this way is conducive to curbing juvenile delinquency,
whether the juveniles involved are mature, and whether it conforms to the basic principles of criminal law. The
core of the debate is whether regarding 14 years old as the starting point of criminal responsibility is reasonable
or not. By the debate, the academic circles have reached a certain consensus on the problems related to “qua-
si-criminal behavior”. The reasonable “age value” of criminal responsibility should be determined after the
comprehensive evaluation of psychological age, intellectual age and educational age. The adjustment to age for
criminal responsibility in Criminal Law Amendment (11) is just the result of comprehensive consideration of
the above-mentioned factors. The future study should avoid the trend of believing the function of penalty exces-
sively and lowering the age for criminal responsibility arbitrarily, and the trend of sticking to no change of age
for criminal responsibility and weakening the deterrent of criminal law.

Key words : juvenile delinquency; quasi-criminal behavior; age for criminal responsibility
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