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Meiji Calendar Reform: Governmental and Nongovernmental Game

XIAO Yifeng

(School of Humanities, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 102249, China)

Abstract: In 1872, Japan launched “Meiji calendar reform” , abolishing the lunar calendar which had
been used for thousands of years and using the solar calendar instead. The calendar reform was a part of Japa-
nese government’s “civilization and enlightenment” policy. With the support of bureaucrats and upper class in-
tellectuals, the Meiji government carried out an all-round transformation of old calendar, fully monopolized the
compilation and publication of the calendar by means of publication management, and poured its own ideology
and official belief into the calendar. Japanese government’s transformation of the old calendar reflected its con-
trol over the social life of the masses.

Key words: Meiji calendar reform; calendar; Meiji restoration; civilization and enlightenment
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